


GOD’S PLAN FOR SHARING (GPS)
IN TENNESSEE INCLUDES VBS

By Larry Gilmore

The gospel is “Good News” and if anyone needs to know there is good
news, it is children. Many children do not yet understand the complications,
challenges and heartaches oflife that will someday confront them. Others sadly
already know too much about the complications and heartaches that come in
life.

Both groups must hear that there is good news available to them. Not just
bad news and sad news, but really good news.

They didn’t ask to come into this world, but they’re here. They must be
supplied with a foundation that will be solid beneath their feet. They need a
foundation upon which they can stand and stand tall; a foundation that will
not shake and will not break when the uncertainties of life confront them.

They need to know God has a purpose for their lives, that they are special,
and that He will fulfill them and sustain them. The Bible clearly states that no
other foundation is adequate except Jesus Christ. He is the solid rock. The
good news is that He died for our sins, was buried, and arose from the grave!
They must be prepared to be kingdom-minded followers of Jesus with a biblical
worldview.

Tennessee Baptists are committed to “Praying Toward a Harvest” in our
GPS (God’s Plan for Sharing) emphasis over the next years. GPS is not just an
adult thing. It’s for every believer even children. There are reports of family
members, friends, and others whose names are showing up on the “5 on the
Way” cards giving their lives to Jesus. These folks are being prayed for, that God
will draw them to Jesus, that the eyes of their understanding will be opened,
that they will hear the good news of the gospel of Jesus and believe becoming
His followers.

Children in Vacation Bible School also can participate in GPS in Tennessee
by receiving a “5 on the Way” card, filling in the names of their friends and
family members who need to be saved and praying for them to become Christ
followers.

A West Tennessee pastor wrote me this week relating a story that came out
of their using the “5 on the Way” cards. A fairly new believer, eight-year-old
Allison took her card and filled in the names of her grandparents. She assumed
they were lost, because they were not attending church. She asked her mother
about their spiritual condition and found that they were saved, but “out of
church’”

Allison called her grandparents and invited them to start attending her
church. Both grandmother and grandfather are now attending with Allison
even on Sunday and Wednesday nights.

How many and who will come to Christ because children are given the
opportunity to participate in “Praying Toward the Harvest” and then take
seriously the challenge to reach out to their family and friends in influencing
them towards Christ? Children not only can know the good news, but they
can share the good news.

COMING UP! COMING UP!

May8-9 ...l Youth Ministry University,
Heritage Baptist Church, Johnson City
May9...........cooet It’s a New Day for Financial Freedom,
Madison-Chester Baptist Association, Jackson
May16............coo.... It’s a New Day for Financial Freedom,
Nolachucky Baptist Association, Morristown

May 27-29 ............. Tennessee Summer Missions Orientation,
Baptist Center, Brentwood

May29-30 ............ National Sunday School Director Seminar,
First Baptist Church, Sevierville

PRAYING TOWARD A HARVEST
THROUGH VBS WORKS

During Pre-VBS Preparations:

% Pray for people who will come to know Christ during VBS. Pray
that God will prepare their hearts to hear about Jesus. Pray for
those who will share the gospel that the Lord would provide divine

appointments.
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Pray for parents of children that will be attending VBS that God

will send laborers into their lives and that the Lord would use the

children as laborers in lost parent’s lives.

*¢ Pray for those who teach that they may have the gift of discernment
as they minister to VBS participants.

¢ Pray for open doors of “utterances” as those in the community are
invited.

¢ Pray for each leader and volunteer to be unafraid and unashamed
to share the gospel. Pray for boldness.

¢ Pray for the enemy to be defeated in the lives of workers, parents
and children.

% Pray for all the leaders who are preparing rooms, making final

lesson preparations and getting organized at home. Pray for them

to be inspired in ways that prepares hearts for the gospel.

During VBS:

¢ Pray that compassion would fill the heart of every laborer.

¢ Pray for the laborer to share and serve as though he/she was doing
it for the Lord.

¢ Pray that the gospel would be proclaimed boldly, compassionately
and clearly.

% Pray those who attend that are hungry for love and affirmation
would find it not just from the VBS workers but in Jesus.

¢ Pray that when the ABC’s of becoming a Christian are presented
that it would be done so clearly and powered by the Holy Spirit
and covered by prayer.

¢ Pray for those who have not responded to the Holy Spirit’s call.
Pray for others who will be touched by the Holy Spirit.

¢ Pray that Christians will have a desire and confidence to share the
good news.

#¢ Pray that VBS participants would become connected to the church
for long term discipleship.

¢ Pray for Family Night and that unchurched families that will
come. Pray for them to feel welcomed, loved and most of all come
to know the Lord as their Lord and Savior.

After VBS:

% Pray that people who have accepted Christ as Savior can be brought

into the fellowship of your church (or another church) and begin
growing in Christ likeness.

¢ Pray that VBS prospects and their families will come to Sunday
School and worship.

¢ Pray that the church will begin to help meet needs discovered
during VBS.

¢ Pray that what was learned during VBS will make a difference in
the lives of those who participated. Pray that those who worked in
VBS will sense God’s pleasure and satisfaction with their efforts.

¢ Pray that those who conduct follow-up on those who participated

may have open doors into the lives of the whole family.
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