
 
Class Descriptions 

Session 1: 
Classifying and Processing: For the beginner or someone with specific questions, come learn about the Dewey 

Decimal Classification System and Sears Subject Headings. Likewise, we'll also address how books are 

processed so you can put them on the shelf for the patron. (Led by Steve Gateley) 

Discipling the Next Generation: When it comes to connecting the gospel to the kids and students of our 

current culture, we may be reading from an old script. Gen Alpha and Gen Z are swimming in a worldview of 

secular influence where belief in God is understood as one possibility among many. How do we reach this 

generation of kids and students with the gospel? Come learn new strategies that will help this generation 

address their cultural need to belong while helping them find their true identity in Christ. This will be based on 

her book Flip the Script. You can read more about it here at 

https://www.lifeway.com/en/product/flip-the-script-P005842461 (Led by Jana Magruder) This class will be 

repeated in Session 2 

Praying in Color: Discover a new versatile tool with this hands-on class that will introduce you to a new and 

creative way to pray that is calming, centering, and peaceful. This could be a great programming activity to 

offer in the library. Based on the book Praying in Color by Cybil MacBeth. (Led by Allyson Long) This class will 

be repeated in session 2.  

Revitalizing or Starting a Library: Many of us find ourselves given the responsibility from our leaders to restart 

a library that has not been used in years or start a new library for the church family, school, or community we 

serve. Let’s consider practical steps and actions to bring a library to life with or without library experience. (Led 

by Morlee Maynard) 

 

Session 2: 
Discipling the Next Generation: (Led by Jana Magruder) Repeat of Session 1—See Session 1 Description 

Praying in Color: (Led by Allyson Long) Repeat of Session 1—See Session 1 Description 

Small Library, Small Budget, Big Results: Discuss the needs of small libraries from an experienced librarian. 

(Size 3,000 books and $500 budget.) Topics include volunteers, relating to church staff, displays & promotion, 

choosing and making room for books, how to catalog and label, and any other topic you bring. Those that are 

just starting out may benefit the most. (Led by Beth Bruning) 

Summer Books & Beyond- This class will focus on creating an engaging and fun children's reading program. 

Topics include: Organizing and planning, Storytime and activities, and promotion. (Led by Melanie Sharp)  

Time with Carol Ghattas: Learn more about her life and testimony, and ask your questions about her mission 

work, books, writing, and publishing. (Led by Carol Ghattas)  

https://www.lifeway.com/en/product/flip-the-script-P005842461


 

Session 3: 
Collection Assessment and Acquisition: (Led by Steve Gateley) What goes on the shelf, you ask??  Well, that's 

what we'll discuss. Information on how to create a selection policy, what tools to use in selection, and where to 

find book reviews. Also, the acquiring of books through bookstores or online vendors will be shared. The 

library collection reflects the team’s commitment to meet the needs of the church and community. (Led by 

Steve Gateley)  

Get Creative—Make a DIY Sign Holder: You will be creating a one-of-a-kind sign holder to use in your library. 

Each holder will accommodate an 8.5 x 11 sign. You will paint and assemble your project during class and walk 

away with something you made. Limited to one per library and ten per class. (Led by Kacy Darnell) 

Leaving a Library Legacy: A vibrant library legacy sets a strong future for an ongoing, growing library. Why is 

that important? Who makes that happen? Where does that happen? When do we start? (Led by Morlee 

Maynard) 

Library Ministry, What Is It? Rethink how we do library ministry. It is not just a service we provide, but is a way 

to reach and encourage people. (Led by Melanie Sharp) 

Time with Robert Morgan: Learn and ask your questions! 

 

Session 4: 
Get Creative—Make a DIY Sign Holder: You will be creating a one-of-a-kind sign holder to use in your library. 

Each holder will accommodate an 8.5 x 11 sign. You will paint and assemble your project during class and walk 

away with something you made. Limited to one per library and ten per class. (Led by Kacy Darnell) 

Issues & Solutions: We all have issues in the library from time to time. And in this class, we will hit them head 

on!  So, to what issues do you need solutions? Bring them to the class and we'll find a solution. Your issues will 

be the content of the class--any library issue is what we want. (Led by Steve Gateley) 

Preserving Your Church History: Making sure your church’s story will be around for generations to follow 

doesn’t just “happen,” it takes planning and action.  Learn where to start, techniques, and tips from 

experienced church historians. Get your questions answered. Handouts will be available as well as objects to 

use. (Led by Linda Hunt with Pat Brown and Charles Businaro.) 

The Responsive Library Team: Let’s explore responsive ways to connect, coordinate, collaborate, and conduct 

the various aspects of library ministry. How can we best meet the needs of our users and church ministry 

teams? (Taught by Morlee Maynard) 

 

 


